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Review of a Bill
	The bill in question is the “Title VIII Nursing Workforce ReAuthorization Act," introduced by Mr. David Joyce to the House of the Senate on July 17, 2019. The bill aims at extending advanced educational grants to nursing practitioners that are undertaking specialist programs or any other purpose. The bill provides that Section 802 (c) of the Public Health Service Act should be amended to meet national nursing needs (Govtrack, 2019). Also, it stipulates that Section 803 (c) of the same Act should be amended to ensure that grants offered are used as supplements not supplants. 

	The bill was submitted to the Committee on Health Education, Labor, and Pensions to assess the effectiveness of education grants on improving the nursing workforce. The amendments require that the Secretary should put in place procedures that will enable effective assessment of programs that the grant recipients are undertaking. In this regard, it will ensure that nurses meet the performance standards of their respective programs. The bill also aims at improving workforce diversity in clinical settings by strengthening the intellectual capacity of nurses. 

	In the past, the federal budgetary allocations occurred in two stages. The first stage entails appropriation that sets the total spending limits on nursing programs. The second stage is authorization that determines the quantity of funds that ought to be used. In this regard, both authorizations and appropriations are made within a fiscal year. The bill aims at renewing authorizations of the initial law. The Committee on Health Education, Labor, and Pensions passed the bill unanimously, and it is only awaiting approval from the House of Representative. A major setback to the bill is the reluctant tendencies of the Finance Department to increase allocation limits to nursing educational grants. 
	Congresspersons such as Christopher A. Coons, Tulsi Gabbard, and Amy Klobuchar have made supportive statements towards to the bill while the likes of Steve Daines, the president of the National League of Nursing (NLN),  and Ron Johnson are opposing it. Tulsi has made headlines by enumerating the essence of empowering nurses in a bid to improve healthcare delivery in the United States (US) (Tulsi Gabbard, 2017). Like Coons and Kloubar, she reiterated that there is a nursing shortage, and the proposed bill will incentivize the nursing workforce. As a result, the amendments will enhance the quality of medical services to rural and underserved populations. 

Also, Bruce Weiner who is the chairperson of the American Association of Nurse Anesthetics echoed the sentiments of the Congresspersons by reiterating that the bill will help in promoting the continuity of the nursing workforce (Thew, 2018). He was critical that nurses needed to be trained on all specialties to ensure maximum medical outcomes. Echoing the sentiments of Weiner together with some Congresspersons was Anne Hyson, who is the board president of the National Association of Clinical Nurse Specialists (NACNS). She added that the American healthcare system is in transforming, and there is an ever-growing for more skilled nurses (Thew, 2018). In this regard, she insisted that the bill will increase the longevity and the quality of lives of the aging population. 

On the contrary, Congressmen like Daines and Johnson have vehemently opposed the bill stating that nursing programs do not need additional funds. The president, Rumay Alexander, has also been a major hindrance to the bill since he has proposed a budget that is likely to cut off funding of nursing programs (.National League of Nursing, 2019). Alexander has been criticized for advocating for decrement of funding of programs that supporting nursing education.
From a positive standpoint, the stakeholders in favor of the bill are likely to promote the education nursing practitioners to become specialists. As a result, they will provide quality care o outpatients and in patients that are diagnosed with chronic illnesses. Honing the nursing skills through advanced education will also result in nurse-managed healthcare settings where nurses can take of the care needs of vulnerable populations. The opinions of the opposition are likely to reduce federal and state funding of nursing sponsorship programs. Consequently, nurses are likely to unskilled in working in diverse clinic settings. Besides, it will demoralize practicing nurses from advancing their education to become licensed practitioners, professional nurses, and advanced education nurses in spite of the existing shortage.
Passing of the bill into law will improve the quality of care since nurse will be more trained to deal with multiple clinical challenges. Also, the bill will enable nurses to attained licenses for practical nurses, certified nurse assistants, vocational nurses, and home health aides. Nurses can use their expertise in the field to help in the decision-making process by applying for positions in committees charged with the responsibility of evaluating the bill. Besides, they can be vocal in the press about the importance of the bill in promoting the quality of healthcare delivery. They also mobilize themselves into agitating for the passage of the bill into law based on their professional evaluation of its forecasted ability to transform care delivery. 
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